378  BATTLE OF KOSSOVO TO LAST OF BLACK PRIXCES.
" Arrived at Venice, they are received at the Doge's
Palace. The festivities of the betrothal last a week,
and then Ivan cries unto the Doge : l My friend, our
mountains call us home.' Then the Doge rises and
calls for the bridegroom Stanicha. All point to
Djuro, and the Doge gives him the kiss and the
golden apple of wedlock. The Doge's two sons
approach, bearing two inlaid muskets worth a
thousand ducats. They embrace him as their sister's
husband, and give him their presents. After them
come the two sisters-in-law of the Doge, each with
a robe of the finest linen, woven with gold. Satisfied
with the success of their device, Ivan and the men
of the Black Mountain return to their own land."
The bride then learnt the trick which had been
played upon her.    But, according to the legend, she
had less objection to give up her handsome Djuro
than to relinquish the share of the bridal presents,
which he claimed as his due for the part  he had
played.   " * I cannot,5 she cried to Stanicha, with tears
in her eyes, ' part  with  this  wondrous  gold  tunic
woven by my hands, beneath which I  dreamed of
caressing my husband.    It has well-nigh cost -me my
two eyes, while I laboured night and day for three
years  at it.     Thou must fight to recover it, even
though a thousand splinters of lances should be thy
bier, or else I will turn my horse's head  and ride
down to the seashore.    There I will gather an aloe-
leaf ; with its thorns I will tear my face, and with the
blood of my own cheeks I will write a letter, which
my falcon will bear swiftly to mighty Venice, whence
my faithful Latins will hasten to avenge me.J    At

